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CHIEF KEMLY: Today's date is December 
21st, 2001. The time is 12:15 in the 
afternoon. This is Battalion Chief Ronald 
Kemly of the Fire Department of the City of 
New York. I am conducting an interview 
with Battalion Chief Stephen Raynis of 
Battalion 7. He is currently doing a UFO 
spot in the 2nd Battalion. The interview is 
taking place at the quarters of Battalion 2 
regarding the events of September 11th, 
2001. 

Q. Chief Raynis, could you please tell me 
what happened to you on September 11th. 

A. At 0848 hours I was in the 4th 
Battalion. I had just gotten relieved by Chief 
Ryan, Matty Ryan. The box came in for a plane 
into the Trade Center, second alarm. I took my 
gear off the rig; he threw his on, and he pulled 
out. 

I turned on the department radio to 
monitor what was happening and the TV to Channel 
1, New York 1. When I saw the second plane go 
into the tower, myself and my aide, Bobby Newman, 


grabbed our gear, and we got a police car to 
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drive us down to the Trade Center. 

We were there shortly after the second 
plane hit the south tower. As we walked down the 
block, we saw numerous jumpers from the Trade 
Center. 

I reported in to the command post which 
was set up in front of the World Financial 
Center. I saw Commissioner Von Essen and a 
number of other staff chiefs, which I don't 
remember exactly who at the time, but B.C. Ingram 
from hazmat had asked me to set up a staging area 
for all the numerous firefighters reporting in. 

I didn't have a radio, so I couldn't 
communicate. I had teamed up with Captain 
Brethel from 24 Truck who had a radio and who was 
off duty. Like I said, I reported in to the 
command post, and Chief Bob Ingram had asked me 
to set up a staging area for all the numerous 
firefighters reporting in. Originally I had 
started to set it up underneath the Winter 
Garden, but I realized that we were still a 
little too close to the command post. So I moved 
up to West and Vesey. 


I had a couple of companies there. We 
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were doing a search for a secondary device before 
we officially set it up. I had sent Bobby Newman 
back to the high-rise rig to get the sign for the 
staging area. I thought it might be in there. 

At that time the first tower collapsed, 
which was the south tower. I was standing at 
Vesey and West, and I watched the tower go down. 
Then we got enveloped by the debris cloud. 

I was teamed up with Danny Brethel at 
the time. We worked our way back, after a few 
minutes, back to the command post. There were a 
few injured firefighters and EMS workers right at 
the command post, and the only chief there at the 
time was Chief Cassano. 

We assisted a few people into the 
garage of the World Financial Center. Then Chief 
Cassano ordered me and the units I had with me to 
set up another command post west of West Street. 

We went through One World Financial 
Center. There was a search rope stretched. We 
had done a quick search of the garage. Then we 
walked through the building, out the rear door. 

I attempted to set up another command post on 


North Avenue and Vesey Street. 
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At the time I was trying to account for 
the people who might have been missing. So I was 
getting units together, trying to just account 
who might be missing, who was there. 

I ended up working with Lieutenant 
Walsh from 3 Engine. I got status from him. He 
was helping me out. Then shortly after that the 
north tower came down. Again we got enveloped by 
the debris cloud which came down Vesey Street. 

At that time whatever units I could get 
back together, we worked our way up Vesey Street 
to do a search of the street for any injured 
civilians. 

The rest of the time I just spent 
trying to get the units back together again. 

Then I had heard that they were setting up a 
command post at Chambers and West. So at that 
time anybody I had over by the water in that 
riverside -- I forget what park it was, but North 
and Vesey, we walked our way over to the new 
command post at Chambers Street. 

B.C. Hayden was there, and Chief 
Fellini I saw. At that point they asked me to 


set up a staging area again. So I went one block 
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north of Chambers, and I set up a temporary 
staging area. AS units were coming in, I just 
filled out a log of who was coming in. Most of 
the units were coming from the 40 Engine staging 
area, so they all had different numbers: 41, 
40-2, all of those teams. 

I worked with Chief Narbutt and Nardone 
at the staging area for the rest of the night. 

That's my story. 

Q. Okay. A couple quick questions. You 
said when you first went to the -- after Chief 
Cassano told you to set up a command post at 
Vesey, I believe -- 

A. Vesey and North Avenue. 

Q. You had a couple companies with you. 


Do you know who they were? 


A. No, I have no idea. 

Q. You said you sent the aide back for the 
Sign. 

A. For the staging area sign. 


Q. Was that in the 7th Battalion's car? 
A. He was going to the high-rise unit to 
see if it was in there. 


Q. Do you know where that was located? 
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A. The high-rise unit was located right by 
I think the walkway. That wasn't damaged until 
the second collapse. 
Bobby Newman was pretty close. He was 
pretty lucky that he didn't get hurt or killed. 
Q. You said there was a search rope. Do 


you Know who stretched that? Any idea? 


A. I have no idea. It was stretched when 
I got there. 
Q. You said you were forming up units you 


mentioned with a lieutenant from Engine 3. 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Do you remember any units that you 
re-assembled? 

A. No, I don't. Everybody was scattered, 
pretty much. I don't Know. I don't remember. 

Q. Okay. If you have nothing further, 
that concludes the interview. 


A. Okay. That's it. 


